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8.3 speeches. In analysis of speeches separated by Congress (not shown), congress-
women are more active in delivering one-minute speeches in every Congress, with 
the exception of Republican women in the 103rd, 105th, and 106th Congresses. 
The gender differences have become more pronounced over time; in the 111th 
Congress, Republican congresswomen delivered an average of 23 speeches, while 
Republican congressmen delivered 17. Democratic congresswomen gave 16 
speeches, compared to 10 by their male colleagues. 

Congresswomen are more active than congressmen in the legislative process. 
Anzia and Berry find that from 1984 to 2004, congresswomen in the House are 
more likely than congressmen to secure federal dollars for their districts, and con-
gresswomen sponsor and cosponsor more bills than do congressmen.17 Further, 
congresswomen are more successful in shepherding their bills through the legisla-
tive process than are congressmen.18 

A bivariate analysis of bill sponsorship from the 100th to the 111th 
Congress, shown in Figure 3-4, shows that, on average, congresswomen spon-
sor more bills than congressmen of the same party throughout this time period. 
From 1987 to 2010, Democratic congresswomen sponsor, on average, 15.22 
bills; Democratic congressmen sponsor 13.14 bills; Republican congresswomen 
sponsor 14.22 bills; and Republican congressmen sponsor 12.37 bills. In a 
Congress-by-Congress analysis (not shown), I find that congresswomen spon-
sor more than congressmen of the same party in every Congress except for 
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Source: Data collected and calculated by the author, see Pearson and Dancey, 2011.

Figure 3-3  �Average Number of One-Minute Speeches, 
101st–111th Congresses


